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Confessions of
a Polo player

OR Cotober 20 London-basad Franges
Lingoln publish Acbero Folka: The Eve,
a sumptuaus tome which chronicles the
collactions in the 40-year areer of &
remarkable man, Roberto Polo, who is
now Brussels-bazed.

A lagend to many in tha inmernatianal
art world, 60-year-old Mr Polo might
nel be soowel Looen slseathiens b
his Lok deserves a wide audience
a5 il calzbrates the cxnnokseurship
arid aspects aof the life of a colourful,
controvessial charaier sadiy nowee & rare
brecd among rt professionals.

| met Roberio Falz in 2007 at nis then
recenily-openad Galarie HisTonsmas on
Flacs des Vosges in Paciz, but his name
whas tamiiiar as he had already packed
arongh ine dant and drama inte his lifs
10 make you think if it was 2 movie the
staryline woLld rot be believed,

Cuban-horn, Robzrto Polo showed
early precocious talsnt boh as ar artis),
with successful Mew York shows, anc as
an art historian, with a parallel career at
American academic nstitutions

In 1975 at the age of 24 he uraed
3 landmark exbibition in MNew York,
Fashicn & Fantasy, Teaturing wavk
ascecially crested for the show by the
luminarias including Andy Warho , Robert
Bztherwsll, Yyes Saint Ladraint and Kainl
Lagerfed.

Krumam fror bis taste and sham eye,
folo rose fast and joned Ciibank
where he launched the company's
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picneering art investmeant servica. He
formed his own company, Privats daset
Managenent Group, in 192° and built
up a fortune with fatoous enlectons of
antique =rznch “urniturc snd paintings
and hormes in Manhatiar, vionte Carlo
and Paris,

But after the meteon: ree came &
devastating fall, starting with Folo's
arrest in Haly in 1988 on charges of
misappropristing some $120m of
imve2stors’ money. Subsequently, he spent
four vears i alian, Swiss and American
jails, abways, 2nd still, protesting hs
inrocance,

Others also believed in Polo's
inrxacence and he retained his chaqm and
expertisa, co sfter his refeaza old diens
retimed and apprmached him o imsest
for them again.

After losing everything Polo was
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dealers’ diary

Left: Reberte Polo, snapped here by van
Tevestchensn in Fais in 2007, hes had a
mercurial career faw in the ar woild can rraich
ari mach of it s recorced in 2 book out in
Crtcher.

back on his feet ardin 2008 cne of his
Frinish hackers balped Firn foond Galérle
Historismus in Pais. Here ne shunnes
French antiques and dealtin top gualily
Bauhaus, Modernism and Acts and Crafts.

Tha pallery was successtul with
strne avlaimed gxbisiiions, 1especuly
remember one devoted to Eileen Gray,
Thar twee year: 2go Galarie Historismus
relocaled to Brussels, pear the lamows
Grand Place.

He is settled 2nd happy in Belgium,
which iz cne of the bastons of Polo's
belovad Furopean Modernism but, as
marny Paris businesses seem to be finding,
Brussols is akso irfinitehy moee lax friendly
than France

Aoberie Polo retars an intense and
eyl following from many erinent
academics in the museum warld wao still
atimire his [sgendary fye ann maircain
he s notable since he is no? just an art
deasr but a "ormidable art nistorian.

some of these supporters have
canmnizuted essays 0 the new book,
witlch fostures over 200 (lustrations and
sty £50

Foberts Pelo has been described as
‘one of the 10 pecple who has inage &
dilfererce in the art mearket’ & ne has
made his mark. The new book Teouses on
thiz tollector and eallections. Personally |
can’l wdil for the autchiography and the
CompieTE sloty.



	Binder1

