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Pull-in

Superberoes are pants

Premium French underwear brand Pull-in has teamed up with

Marvel Comics (Spiderman, X-Men, Captain America et al) to create
a line of underwear for men, women and children decorated with

some of the world’s most famous superheroes.

Made from pre-

mium lycra, the designs are printed using a sublimation technique
that helps prevent fading, Prices start at€27.
www.pull-in.com

Victorinox

Cutting-edge design

Swiss army knife companyVictorinox may
havearich heritage but that doesn’t stop it
from being innovative, asits latest collec-
tion proves. Tomo, which means ‘friend
and companion’ in Japanese, marries the
functionality of a traditional pocket knife
witha completely new look, inspired by
Japanese design. The small, light pocket
knife (6em by 2cm and 21g)is availablein
six completely un-Swiss coloursincluding
mint green and pink (pictured above). Even
the packaging (made from 100 percent
recycled and reusable pulp) is cutting-edge.
The Tomo knife costs €15.
www.victorinox.com

| Smets
Now open

The Brussels retail
gods are a gener-
ous lot. Aftera
flurry of high-pro-
file shop openings
(or non-openings
in the case of
Marc Jacobs - was
it something we
said?), Brussels
has been blessed
with yet another
new shop - this
time, it's Smets
Premium Store. For
the uninitiated,
this Luxembourg-
ish store providesa
meeting-place for
fashion, beauty,
art, design and
food. A family-
run concept store
par excellence,

it opened on
Chaussée de Lou-
vain in December
and has been play-
ing havoc on the
city’s credit cards
ever since.
www.smets.lu

BOOKS

Vanished Kingdoms

Roberto Polo: The Eye

IEEXEE]

Norman Davies, Allen Lane
830 pages, €38

This bulky volume recounts
ahistory of Europe through

the stories of countries thatno
longer exist: from the Welsh
kingdom that held sway over
southwest Scotland to the

likes of Prussia, Savoy and the
Polish-Lithuanian state that
once dominated vastlands
between the Black, Balticand
Adriatic Seas. Davies handles
the complex, interwoven
narratives with clarityand an
entertaining blend of hard fact
and anecdote. And he hasaclear
messageon the transience of
power thatshould resonate with
inhabitants of today’s Belgium,
United Kingdom or European
Union. PA

NO;ERI&PAVIES
'VANISHED
. KINGDOMS

Tbe Lives and Afterlives of
Exrope's Lost Realms

Frances Linceln Ltd
688 pages, €152.25

Brussels-based, Havana-born
American Roberto Polois
arenowned art historian,
collectorand dealer whose
international career spans sev-
eral decades, Now 60, heisthe
subject ofalavishly illustrated
hook presentinga selection of
masterpieces from the collec-
tions he has assembled. More
than 300 paintings (Watteau,
Fragonard, Boucher, Toulouse-
Lautrec, Matisse, Picasso),
drawings, objects, furniture
and fabulous gemstones forma
truly mind-blowing ensemble.
A combination of knowledge
and flair hasin particular
enabled Polo toferret out treas-
uresof2oth-century Belgian
art. Unlike some coffee-table
books, this hefty tome deserves
repeated readings. MC

La Semaine du Son

Sounds good

The firstannual Week of Sound is taking placein Belgium

between January 24 and 30. Inspired by the French initiative -
which is now in its eighth edition - La Semaine du Son celebrates
the world of sound in every sphere from cultural (music, spoken
word etc) to environmental (the architecture of sound) to health.
From concerts at the Museum of Musical Instruments to ‘sound
salons’at Cinema Arenberg, it's all happening. Check the website

for the full programme.
www.lasemaineduson.be
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