


17 COVER Dina Merrill

Star of stage, screen, and TV, her sophisticated
glamour is made all the more alluring by her
tremendous social commitment—which includes
35 years of service with City Mission.

24 MUSIC Bobby Short

It has been 19 years since he began performing at
the Cafe Carlyle, during which time he has come
to embody not only “society music,” but also the
very gracious style of Old New York.

28 FASHION Pauline Trigere

Highly honored, she has been creating classic
designs for her discerning customers since 1942,
while also contributing to the growth of the
fashion industry as well as to that of her adopted
city.

34 INVESTMENT BANKING Alfredo Ortiz-
Murias

Strong Latin American contacts and a savvy grasp
of the Manhattan marketplace have helped him
create a successful portfolio of projects—and also
contribute mightily to such charities as Casita
Maria.

50 ART Lindsay McCrum

A Scholar of the House at Yale, she works out of
her Soho studio to create paintings that are
deliberately mysterious and incomplete, evoking
highly personal responses from those who view
them.

54 INTERIOR DESIGN Samuel Botero

His interior designs can be seen in the most
fashionable homes and public places, and here
he reveals the science—and the intuition—
behind the mood enhancing spaces he creates.

62 EUROPEAN STYLE Athos Pratesi

President of the firm producing what are perhaps
the finest sheets and linens in the world, he shares
the secrets behind his success, revealing a
business sense as poetic as it is pragmatic.

60 Kitt McDonald
70 Rommy Hunt Revson

6 MANHATTAN PACE

12 MANHATTAN JET

65 BENEFIT FASHIONS

74 DINING (Sam’s Cafe; Batons)

78 MANHATTAN QUOTES
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36 Bal Blanc Benefit at the Plaza

38 New York for Columbia Benefit at Christie’s
40 Cartier Benefit Cocktail

41 Metropolitan Opera Opening

42 Women's Action Alliance

44 Special Olympics Benefit

45 Foundation for New American Music Benefit
at Avery Fisher Hall and Prima Donna

47 Starlight Foundation Fashion Gala

47 Independent College Fund at Harkness House
49 Summer Camp Benefit

. . . Dina Merrill wears Oscar
de la Renta’s tri-colored gown, with jewels by
Cartier, Styling is by Victoria Walter, hair by
Mirga, and makeup by Rick Caldwell. Location:
the upstairs dining room at Tino's Restaurant . . .
Having just completed the interview, Dina and |
are still talking about her charity work and a
recent stage project as | pick up the camera and
shoot to capture her elegance and enthusiasm.

—Rick




INVESTMENT BANKING

Altredo Ortiz-

**We are committed
to expanding
our programs and to
improving the
quality of life in the
communities we
serve.”’

“MY GRANDFATHER

GAVE the 1and and the financial
backing to establish the Inter-American
University in Puerto Rico, and in
addition to his example, our family’s
Jesuit education encouraged us to do
community work.”’

While a student at Fordham, Alfredo was
a volunteer tutor for underprivileged
children at the Joseph P. Kennedy
Center. The progress he saw with one
particular child made a lasting impact.

““‘I wanted to get more involved. Then
Olga Duke introduced me to Casita
Maria. That was in 1971, and [ have been
active with them ever since.””

He became President of the 52 year old
organization in June of 1985. The charity
takes care of family needs, with special
programs for children and senior
citizens. Alfredo’s investment banking
skills greatly help the charity.

“‘Each year we have a gala fund-raising
Fiesta. In the past, we have honored UN
Security General Javier Perez de Cuellar,
Julio Iglesias, Placido Domingo,
Adolfo, Oscar de la Renta, Dame Margot
Fonteyn, the late Dolores del Rio,
Anthony Quinn, Chita Rivera, Maria
Felix, and the Honorable William
Simon.

*“This year’s dinner dance will be held
in October at the Plaza Hotel. Among
our guests of honor will be Mrs. Amalita
Fortabat, probably the most influential
and philanthropic woman in Latin
America. Her personal budget for
charities, [ understand, is greater than
that of her native Argentina. That night
we also will honor Paloma Picasso and a
leading American businessman.’”

After his years at Fordham, Alfredo
studied economics and Russian politics at
L’ Ecole de Science Politique in Paris.

He returned to Manhattan, earning a
Juris Doctor and an MBA at New York
University. He followed that with seven
vears at Citibank, in the international
investment areaq.

Then he drew on his deep Latin
American ties—he is a 13th generation
descendent from one of Puerto Rico’s
earliest families—to become a consultant
to Bear Stearns for Latin America. He
also became an independent broker
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urias

handling real estate transactions, and,
with his colleagues in The Private Asset
Management Group, a consultant to
various foreign clients.

“‘One of our current projects is Jacob-
Freres, the Madison Avenue antique
shop and gallery, which carries museum
quality pieces. Another major project
involves backing Miguel Cruz, the
Cuban designer. The fashions are
available through a number of locations
including Saks and Barneys, and already
have been featured in the windows at
Bonwit Teller.

*“One of our foreign clients is
interested in acquiring a substantial
pharmaceutical company. We have been
looking in different regions, identifying
companies for his consideration. We also
have groups interested in real estate
projects. One particular group was
interested in buying 20 units in a
condominium. So we went to a
developer and arranged the transaction.””

Combining his interests, Alfredo will
arrange a benefit fashion show for Casita
Maria, featuring Miguel Cruz designs.
The success of his investment banking
efforts has increased both his resolve—
and his ability—to strengthen Casita
Maria.

““We have a very dedicated staff, Board
of Directors, and Board of Advisors. Part
of my effort is to continue bringing in
new talent. I was motivated, aside from
the moral obligation to help people, by
the fact that Casita Maria was started by
old Irish families to help the newly
arrived Hispanic immigrants of the 30’s.
I felt as a Puerto Rican, [ should share in
that responsibility.

*“The most important objective of
Casita Maria is taking care of children, in
the context of a healthy family life,
through education and the development
of strong values and principles. One of
my priorities is to expand the mental
health services we provide.

““We have two centers. Carver
Community Center, located in Spanish
Harlem at 102nd Street and Madison
Avenue, and one in the Hunts Point
section of the South Bronx. We are
committed to expand our programs and
to help improve the quality of life in the
communities we serve. Our annual



budget is about $750,000, approximately
two-thirds of which is raised from the
private sector, and yet there is still so
much more to be done.™

Investment banking and charitable
activities are only part of Alfredo’s
interests. As do many New Yorkers, he
has been working with a private trainer.
*‘He guides me through a program of
free weights, aerobics, and calisthenics
four to five times a week. 1 also play
tennis and take a course in self-defense at

the New York Athletic Club.

“But it’s not all work. I love to dance.
It’s a way I can express myself
artistically—with anything from
ballroom dancing to salsa to American
songs from the 30°s and 40’s. [ also
enjoy giving small sit down or butfet
dinners at home, which I sometimes
cook. And afterwards, we might watch a
movie on the VCR. One week [ did a
whole series of Joseph Von Stenberg
films with Marlene Dietrich.
Occasionally, I also host small parties at

Alfredo Ortiz-Murias, photographed at Plaza Espaia, which recently celebrated

its 15th year serving the cuisine of Northern Spain.
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La Grenouille or Plaza Espana, my two
favorite restaurants in the city. [ also
enjoy reading, and I’m now finishing
‘Peggy, The Wayward Guggenheim,” by
Jacqueline Bograd Weld.

‘I always have been intrigued by the
theatre, as well as by films. [ acted in
high school, then studied with Stella
Adler, and one day, if time permits, [
hope to act in an Off-Broadway play.

“‘Once, I would accept most
invitations that came my way. But now
I'm very careful about how I spend my
time. Some of my recreational activities
are geared to meeting people who are
socially and intellectually challenging. I
also love collecting antiques—especially
Columbian art, and [ enjoy good red
wine.”’

The large number of projects require
extensive travel.

*I’ll be seeing some friends in Kenya
before the end of the year, as well as
traveling to Spain and Switzerland. I am
also interested in going to Ireland
because [ have always been intrigued by
the country’s beauty and culture.”

What is the legacy of being a 13th
generation descendent?

**One inherits a strong sense of
belonging—which encourages family
values and community service. You
strive for a level of integrity, and a
commitment to using your resources to
capacity.”’

Latin Americans have strong family ties.
*“Yes, and that can be sutfocating too.
But it also gives support and warmth. In
Latin America there are no homes for the
elderly. They stay with their families.””

What are your political interests?
“I’'m in between a liberal Republican
and a conservative Democrat. As a
minority, I imagine I would fit in with
the traditions of the Democratic Party,
but my economic philosophy makes me a
Republican too. I would like to get
involved in a political campaign, as a
campaign manager, or perhaps in the
future, be appointed to a government
commission. . .50 I could be of public
service.”’

Like what you are doing with Casita
Maria.
“Exactly.”[]
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